AP English Language and Composition

Summer Assignments 2008

Welcome to what I hope will be a challenging and rewarding course in the study of rhetoric.  Please come to Room 601 and check out copies of The Scarlet Letter and The Practical Stylist with Readings.  You will use both of these books to complete assignments this summer. 

In addition, you will have to purchase a copy of 50 Essays:  A Portable Anthology by Samuel Cohen.  There are many online sites where you may purchase used textbooks, for example Abebooks.com, Amazon.com, Barnesandnoble.com, or Half.com.  Be sure you buy ISBN: 0-312-41205-3.

 

All the work for the following assignments is due on the first day of school:

Assignment 1:    Read The Scarlet Letter and be prepared to take an objective test over this novel on the first day of school.

Assignment 2:  Read Chapter 7 of The Practical Stylist and answer the exercises listed below.  Write by hand the answers to the following exercises on loose-leaf paper in blue or black ink; I want to see what your penmanship looks like.

· p. 307, #1 (1-7)

· p. 307, #2

· p. 308, #3

· p. 308, #4 (1-5)

· p. 308, #5

· p. 308, #6

· p. 309, # 7

· p. 309, #8

Assignment 3:    Read the five essays on pp. 310-331 and be prepared to discuss them with your classmates.  We will have a test over one of these five essays after we have discussed them in class.  Although it is not required, I recommend that you answer all the “Suggestions for Discussion and Writing” questions over each essay immediately after you read each one then you will have notes to refer to when you come to class prepared to contribute to the discussion.

Assignment 4:  Read “The Way to Rainy Mountain” by N. Scott Momaday, p. 265 of 50 Essays.  Answer the following questions on rhetoric and style:

              

1. Identify the figurative language and sound devices that Momaday uses in the first paragraph.

2. Describe Momaday’s tone in the opening paragraph.

3. Identify appeals to the senses at the beginning of the piece.  What is the effect of the images created?

4. Note the abrupt shift in mode of discourse in paragraph 2.  Explain its effect.

5. Explain the distinction the speaker makes between attitudes toward warfare in paragraph 3.  How does it serve to characterize the Kiowas?

6. Comment on the image of the hollow log in paragraph 4.  What is its purpose?

7. What is the effect of the analogy Momaday makes in paragraph 6?

8. In paragraph 7, Momaday refers to the place where “they must change their lives”; in paragraph 8, he used the phrase “because they could not do otherwise.”  Explain the effect of those choices of diction.

9. Read carefully the sentence beginning, “Forbidden without cause’ in paragraph 9.  Identify the word modified by the participles.

10. Note the parallel structures in paragraph 10.  Explain the progression they create.

11. Find and example of irony in paragraph 12.

12. Explain the effect of the image of the cricket and the moon in paragraph 14.  How does it serve to prepare the reader for the conclusion that follows? 
